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INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Coast Guard is the nation’s old-
est and premier maritime agency. The history of the
Savice is very complicated because it is the
amalgamation of five federa agencies.

U.S. Lighthouse Service
Revenue Cutter Service
Steamboat |ngpection Service
U.S. Lifesaving Service
Bureau of Navigation
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These agencies were origindly independ-
ent; however, because they had overlapping e
gponghilities, the government moved them around
until Congress findly united them under the um-
brella of the Coast Guard (see the chronology
below). The multiple missions and responsibilities
of the modern Coast Guard are directly tied to this
diverse heritage. Members of the Coast Guard
have fought in every war of the United States. The
present active duty complement is dightly over
37,000 personnel, making the Coast Guard the
smallest armed force. The New York City police
force is larger than the active duty United States
Coast Guard.

BACKGROUND

Severd acts of America's young govern
ment in 1789 were to provide for aids to naviga-
tion, ensure that tariffs were not avoided, protect
shipping from pirates, and intercept contraband (or
gop smuggling). On August 7, 1789, the First
Congress of the United States federalized the ex-
isting lighthouses built by the colonies and appro-
priated funds for the building of more lighthouses,
beacons, and buoys.

CHRONOLOGY

August 1790
On August 4, 1790 (now the officid birthday

of the Coast Guard), Congress created a
savice under the Treasury Department to
enforce cusoms laws. This service was
aternately known as the system of cutters,
Revenue Sarvice, and Revenue-Marine. It was
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officidly named the Revenue Cutter Service in
1863.

August 1852- February 1903

The Steamboat Inspection Service was
established to protect the lives of passengers
on vesss propdled by seam, and was
operated under the Justice Department. It was
placed under the Treasury Depatment in
August 1852. In July 1884, Congress
established the Bureau of Navigdion to
provide for the safe operation of vessels on
federd waterways and placed it under the
Treasury Department. In February 1903,
Congress created the Depatment of
Commerce and Labor and transferred the
Bureau of Navigation and Steamship
Ingpection Servicestoit.

January 1915
Congress combined the Lifesaving Service (es-

tablished in June 1878) and Revenue Cuitter
Searvice to form the Coast Guard with control
remaining in the Treasury
Department.

April 1917- August 1919
With the Declaration of War againgt Germany,
President Wilson transferred the control of the
Coast Guard to the Navy Depatment by
Executive Order and returned the Coast Guard
to the control of the Treasury Department a
the end of the war.

July 1939 - July 1946
In July 1939, Congress placed the U.S.
Lighthouse Service under the control of the
Coast Guard. At the onset of World War 11,
Presdent Roosevelt transferred the Coast
Guard to the Navy Department. In February
1942, Presdent Roosevet temporarily
transferred the Bureau of Marine Inspection
and Navigation (formerly the Bureau of
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Navigation and Steamboat Inspection Service)
to the Coast Guard, which was ill under the
Navy Depatment. After World War I,
Presdent Truman returned the control of the
Coast Guard to the Treasury Department. In
July 1946, pursuant to an Executive Order, the
Bureau of Marine Ingpection was abolished
and became a permanent part of the Coast
Guard.

April 1967
President Johnson transferred the Coast Guard

to the newly formed Department of Transpor-
tation.

MISSIONS

The overdl misson of the Coast Guard is
the safety of lives and property at sea.

The Coast Guard's five operating gods
“Safety, Protection of Natura Resources, Mobil-
ity, Maritime Security, and National Defense,” de-
fine the focus of the Service s missons and enable
it to touch everyonein the United States.

Safety

The god of sdfety is pursued primaily
through search and rescue and marine safety mis-
sons.

Like caling 911, Americans expect some-
one to respond to their cals for help at sea. As
search and rescue experts, the Coast Guard is
ready to answer those cdls with an extensve net-
work of boa and ar gations staffed with highly
trained crews in dl areas of our navigable water-
ways, from the lakes and rivers to the high seas
environs.

Every year, the Coast Guard responds to
more than 50,000 calls for assistance, saves thou-
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sands of lives, and saves hillions of dollarsin prop-
erty.

Americas waterways are dangerous
places to work and play. In some of our retion’'s
waters, fishing is 20 times more deadly than any
other occupation in the country. Recrestiond
boating is second only to highway travd in
transportation fatalities.

The Coast Guard's Marine Safety Pro-
gram promotes safety through ingpection, and edu-
cation, with an emphasis on preverting problems
before they occur. A wide-range of regulations
provide the authority to ensure U.S. and foreign
vessels operating in our waters are dructuraly
sound, competently operated, and outfitted with
lifesaving and safety systems. Lessons learned from
maritime incidents, accidents, and investigations are
used to amend the regulations to create a fill safer
environment.

The Coast Guard has entered into partner-
ships with the private, marine industry to promote
the Prevention Through People (PTP) initiative.
PTP is an effort to refocus accident prevention us-
ing people as the solution, namely how people can
increase the level of safety in the marine environ-
ment.

In addition to commercid vessds, more
than 76 million recreational boaters use our
waeways. Our recregtiond boating safety
program is focused on minimizing the loss of life
and property and damage to the environment.

The Coast Guard Auxiliary, the 35,000
person civilian volunteer arm of the Coast Guard,
is a key contributor to these boating safety efforts
and has augmented our missions for over 60 years.

Air dations, smal boat stations, and Ne-
tiond Strike Force pollution response teams are

Lesson 7: The U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Merchant Marine

drategicaly located to meet a wide range of re-
sponse needs. The Coast Guard attempts to res-
cue any person or ship, regardiess of nationdity. It
provides emergency medica ad to crews of al
vesHs a sea, and takes injured or criticdly il
crew members to shore bases for treatment.

Protection of Natural Resources

Through the Protection of Naturd
Resources god, the Coast Guard contributes to
the nationd well-being by shidding our ecologcaly
rich and sengtive marine environment.

The fisheries law enforcement program is
responsible for enforcing al laws and tresties that
affect and protect the $30 billion commercid and
recregtiond fishing industry.

The Coast Guard has aso been a pioneer
in the fight againgt water and environmenta pollu-
tion. They enforce regulations to prevent the inten-
tiond or sysemic dumping of plagtics, sewage, and
other wastes at sea

The regulation of the shipping industry to prevent
or minimize the environmentd damege from inad-
vertent spills is paramount to the protection of
natura resources. The Coast Guard's ability to do
this was ggnificantly strengthened by the Oil Pollu-
tion Act of 1990.

Mobility
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The Mobility goa charges the Coast
Guad with the fadilitation of the movement of
people and goods on the U.S. waterways.

The Coast Guard is there, every day,
ensuring our waterways remain safe and efficient.
Aids to Navigation (AtoN) units mantan the
largest aids-to-navigation sysem in the world with
more than 50,000 buoys, fixed markers and
lighthouses.

Coast Guard personnel operate precison
electronic navigation systems that provide accurate
pogtions in our harbors, waterways and coasta
gpproaches. In our more congested waterways,
they also operate Vesse Traffic Services to reduce
therisk of collison.

Additiondly operationd units are tasked
with keeping vitd domegtic shipping lanes open
during the winter. On the Great Lakes and rivers,
our domestic icebreakers and buoy tenders ensure
that ships and supplies are able to move to and
from our communities

Maritime Security

As Guadians of the Sea the Maritime
Security gods outline the Coast Guad's
respongbilities as America s principd maritime law
enforcement agency. The types of federd laws
enforced by the Coast Guard on the high seas and
in U.S. waters include crimina laws, revenue and
navigation laws and nautical rules At-sea
enforcement efforts focus on two mgor misson
areas. drug interdiction and illegd dien interdiction.

As a key dement in the presdent’s
Nationa Drug Control Strategy, the primary god
of the Coast Guard drug interdiction program is to
deny drug traffickers maritime routes. To stop the
flow of illega drugs the Coast Guard works closdy
with domedtic law enforcement agencies and
foreign governments.
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Illegd migrant interdiction is an important
and growing law-enforcement and national security
concern.

Trandt over maritime routes poses grave
safety risks to the illegd migrants involved.
Economic conditions drive mogt illegd migration,
and organized dien smuggling, especidly from
Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Republic and the
Peoples Republic of China, has increased
dramaticaly. During the past five years more than
84,000 illegd migrants have been interdicted.

National Defense

The Nationd Defense functions begin in
America’s ports and extend to distant parts of the
world.

Coast Guard Nationa Security roles are
based on the president’s Nationa Security Stra-
tegy and go beyond military operations to include
activities that sugain the economic, socid, and
environmentd hedth of the nation. These missons
truly make the Coast Guard a unique instrument of
nationa security.

As one of the five armed services of the
United States, the Coast Guard is a full partner
with its DoD counterparts. By datute, it operates
in the joint arena and function as a specialized ser-
vice with the Navy in time of conflict.

“Specidized’ because itswartime roles are
logicd extensons of its peacetime missons and
provide nonredundant and complementary
resources. The Coast Guard performs a wide
range of nava warfare functions agreed to in a
1995 Memorandum of Agreement between the
Secretaries of Defense and Transportation. Those
roles include, but are not limited to, Deployed Port
Operations, Security and Defense, Maritime
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Interception Operations, Environmental Response
Operations, and Peacetime Military Engagement.

ORGANIZATION

The Coast Guard is under the jurisdiction
of the Department of Trangportation in peacetime,
but it is under the control of the U.S. Navy in war-
time. Its headquarters is in Washington, DC. A
four-star admird is assigned to head the Coast
Guard as Commandant and is responsible to the
Secretary of Trangportation for activities in nine
Coast Guard digtricts covering the U.S. and its
possessions. The Coast Guard, like the other Ser-
vices, has a regular full-time force and a reserve
force that can be cdled to active duty in case of
war or nationa emergency. Additiondly, the Coast
Guard is augmented by an Auxiliary force of over
35,000 dedicated civilians who donate their time to
promote the safe operation of recreationd vesses
by conducting courtesy boat nspections and pre-
senting training classes for the boating public.
Auwxiliary forces dso provide the use of ther
private vessdls for patrolling marine parades and
regattas. The only compensation provided is
rembursement for fue consumed during these
operations.

Congress created the didrict system in
June 1838. At that time, there were only six
digtricts on the Atlantic coast and two on the Grest
Lakes. This number has gradudly increased as the
nation continued to grow with its westward
expanson and the acquidtion of Alaska and
Hawai. As shown in the organizationd chart
below, the Coast Guard now has two area
commands, the Atlantic Area and the Pacific Area,
each with an organic Maintenance and Logistics
Command (MLC).
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Since 1790, the Coast Guard has grown
from a fleet of 10 cutters to an efficient force of
vesels and arcraft. Currently, it uses 1,625
vesss, 125 hdlicopters, and more than 50 long-
range arcraft to cover the United States 10,000
mile coadlline. These vessds include 225 cuiters,
icebreakers, tenders, and tugs, as well as over
1,400 surfboats, motor lifeboats, patrol boats,
and ad to navigation boats. Its arrcraft assgt in
patrol work, law enforcement patrols, and search
and rescue missons. Hdicopters are particularly
important in rescuing disaster victims at sea. During
World War 1, its aircraft bombed submarines and
rescued many survivors of torpedoed ships.

Approximately 200 Coast Guard vessdas
are amed. The wegpons range from machine guns
on smdl patrol vessals to cannons on large cutters.
Many vesses dso cary antisulbmarine weapons.
These crews are kept combat ready by training at
nava training centers and by participating in joint
exercises with the other services of the DoD.

The Coast Guard's training center is at
Cape May, New Jersey, where recruits learn dis-
cipline and seamanship. Training Centers a Y ork-
town, Virginia and Alameda, Cdifornia provide
Officer and enligted technicd ills training. All
Coast Guard officers receive their training on the
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campus of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in
New London, Connecticut.

In addition to the academy, which issmilar
to the other militay academies under the
Depatment of Defense, the Coast Guard
Leadership Development Center is co-located on
the academy campus. The Leadership Deve-
opment Center staff conducts the Officer Can
didate School, the Chief Warrant Officer
Indoctrination Course, the Chief Petty Officer
Academy, the Officer-inCharge School, the
Command and Operations School, the Leadership
and Qudity Inditute, and the Unit Leadership
Training Program.

U.S. COAST GUARD ACADEMY

The U.S. Coast Guard Academy (main+
tained by the Department of Transportation since
1967) is located on the Thames River in New
London, Connecticut. It moved to that locaion in
1932. The academy began with the School of
Ingruction for the Revenue Marine Service in
1876 when nine cadets dated their training
aboard the schooner Dobbin. Today, it annudly
commissions gpproximately 175 ensigns.

The Coast Guard Academy accepts
applications from within the Serviceés enlisted
ranks. Acceptance is based on an annud
nationwide competition. Additiondly, this academy
does not accept Congressiona appointments, state
quiotas, or specia categories.

COAST GUARD RESERVES

The Coast Guard Reserve is a military or-
ganizion that is organized, trained, administered,
and supplied under the direction of the command
of the Coast Guard. The purpose of the Coast
Guard Reserve is to provide trained and quali-
fied personnel available for active duty in time
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of war or national emergency and at other
times as the national security requires.

Congress created the Coast Guard
Reserve in 1939. This service was composed
primarily of boat owners and its misson was to
promote boating safety and assst the Coast Guard
with the protection of lives and property on
navigable waters. In 1941, Congress changed this
organization’'s name to the Coast Guard Auxiliary
and established the present Coast Guard Reserve
as a military service. Congress then formed the
Coast Guard Women' s Reserve as a branch of the
Coast Guard Reserve in 1942, but abolished it in
1973. From that point on, al femde reservids
became members of the Coast Guard Reserve.

Today, Coast Guard Resarvids sarve in
virtudly dl Coast Guard misson aress through
augmentation training. Such training is talored to
meet mobilization requirements and represents 65
percent of the total reserve training time. Resarvists
who perform augmentation training work side-by-
dde with active duty
personnd during drills and periods of annud train-
ing. These resarvigts have proven thar aility to
extend and expand the capability of the Coast
Guad. They ae a vdudle pat of
the Totd Force, being avalable to respond
to domestic emergencies as wdl as wartime Stua
tions.

RESERVE CATEGORIES

The Coast Guard Reserve has three mgjor
reserve categories Ready Resarve, Standby
Reserve, and Retired Reserve.

Ready Reserve

The Ready Resarve condsgts of the
Selected Reserve and Individua Ready Reserve.
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The Sdected Reserve consgs of individua
reservigs serving on pad inactive duty traning
(IDT). Members are in a drill gatus, that is,
they must atend 48 IDT drills and 14 days of
active duty training per year. These reservists
are assgned to active duty commands, and
they have the highest priority among reservists
for mobilization. This priority necessitates train-
ing throughout the year to ensure the highest
individua readiness.

The Individud Ready Reserve condsts of ur
paid reservists who, for the most part, have
completed their required active duty obligation.
They remain on reserve rolls to complete their
military obligation, and they are obligated to
mantan physcd dandards. They may dso
voluntarily participate in leserve training pro-
grams without pay.

Sandby Reserve

The Standby Reserve conssts of reservigts
who are lidble for mohilization only in time of war
or nationa emergency declared by Congress. The
Commandant may order these reservigts to active
duty if the Ready Reserve force is insufficient to
meet  mobilization requirements. The Standby
Reserve has two sub-categories, Active Status and
Inactive Status.

Standby Reserve (Active Status). In this
category, reservists may earn retirement points
and compete for promotion, but may not
receive pay. The Coast Guard may asdgn
officers or enlisted personnd to this category if
they il have amilitary obligation to fulfill.

Standby Reserve (Inective Status). In this
category, members may not earn retirement
points, compete for promation, or receive pay.
Resarvigs are placed in this category for a
number of reasons, including:
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v Officerls who have been twice non
selected for promotion.

v’ Officers who have faled to earn the mini-
mum retirement points for ayear.

v Officers or enliged resarviss who have
exceeded thar maximum dlowable weight
standard at the end of a probationary pe-
riod.

Retired Reserve

The Retired Reserve conssts of reservists
who meet satisfactory service requirements, age
criteria, and who request transfer to retired status.
In this Satus, members may not perform training or
earn retirement points, but the Commandant may
order them to active duty in the event of war or a
national emergency if the Ready Reserve force is
insufficient to meet mobilization requirements.

TRADITION

For probably as long as anyone can
remember, “ Semper Paratus’ has been a Rev-
enue Cutter Service and Coast Guard watchword.
The words themsdves, “dways ready” or “ever
ready,” date back to ancient times. However, no
officdd recognition was given to this motto until it
appeared in 1910 on the ensign of the Revenue
cutters. Captain Francis Van Boskerck — who
wrote the words and music to the march, “ Semper
Paratus’ — hoped to give it as much recognition
as “ Semper Fideles” of the Marine Corps and
“ Anchors Aweigh” of the Navy.
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The Coast Guard emblem was adopted in
1927, a which time, the sed and emblem were
oneinthe same. A civilian Coast Guard draftsman,
Oscar H. Kee, cesgned this sed/ emblem. This
emblem now dands as a visud identifier for the
Coast Guard. Not only is it on the Coast Guard
endgn, it dso gppearsindde the digtinctive dash on
its cutters, craft, arcraft, and on medds and
plagues. Blue and white are the Coast Guard's
officid colors.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Coast Guard, during an average day, will:
- board 90 large vessdls for port safety

checks
process 120 seaman's documents
seize 209 pounds of marijuanaand 170
pounds of cocaine worth $9.2 million
conduct 120 law enforcement
boardings
investigate 17 marine accidents
ingpect 64 commercid vesses
save 14 lives
assist 328 people in distress
save $2,490,000 in property
service 150 aidsto navigation
interdict 176 illegd migrants
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THE U.S. MERCHANT MARINE

LACE A
1ﬂPEﬁC-ﬁ HD WAR

INTRODUCTION AND MISSIONS

The Merchant Marineis afleet made up of
a nation’s commercid ships, both cargo and pas-
senger, and those who operate them. It carries a
nation's commerce (imports and exports) during
peacetime and becomes a nava auxiliary during
wartime to ddliver troops and materid.

According to the Merchant Marine Act of
1936, “It is necessay for the nationd
defense...that the United States shdl have a
merchant marine of the best equipped and most
duiteble types of vessds aufficient to cary the
gregter portion of its commerce and serve as a
nava or military auxiliary in time of war or retiond
emergency...and should be operated by highly
trained and efficient citizens of the United States
and that the U.S. Navy and the Merchant Marine
should work closdly to promote the maximum
integration of the tota sea power forces of the
United States....”

BACKGROUND

Congdered the nation's first navy, the
Merchant Marine helped to defeat the British Navy
to gan America s independence. Since then, it has
served in dl of our country’ swars.
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AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY WAR

The 13 American colonies, after declaring
their independence from Britain, had only 31 ships
in the Continental Navy at the onset of the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War, and atotal of 64 ships a
the height of that war. To add to this number, the
government issued Letters of Marquee to pri-
vately owned, armed merchant ships and commis-
sonsfor privateers, which the government ouifit-
ted as warships to prey on British merchant ships.
During the Revolution, the privateers had amost
1,700 ships, atota of 14,872 guns (cannons), and
they captured 2,283 enemy ships. In comparison,
the ships in the Continental Navy had a total of
1,246 guns (cannons) and they captured 196 e

emy ships.

The incident that is congdered to be the
firs sea engagement of the Revolutionary War, and
the beginning of the Merchant Marine's war role,
took place on June 12, 1775. A party of mariners,
amed with guns, swords, axes, and pitchforks,
ingoired by the news of the recent victory at
Lexington, Massachusetts, used an unarmed
lumber schooner to surprise and capture a fully
amed British warship off the coast of Mane
These maines used the sezed guns and
ammunition to capture additional British ships
throughout the war.

WAR OF 1812

By 1800, America s merchant fleet ranked
second in the world behind the British flegt. In
1812, however, the United States went to war
with Britain because of incidents involving the
Merchant Marine fleet. The United States accused
the British of seizing American ships on the high
sess and forcing seamen to join the British navy.
Additiondly, Britain ssized vessdls bound for
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Europe that did not first cdl a a British port.
France retaliated by confiscating vesselsif they hed
dopped first in Britan. Together, both nations
seized nearly 1,500 American vessds between
1803 and 1812.

Since America had dmost no navy, it had
to fight the War of 1812 usng manly merchant
ships — asit did in the Revolutionary War. (Recall
that the Continental Navy discontinued operations
after the Revolutionary War and sold its last war-
ship in 1785. It remained disbanded until the
launching of the United States in 1797, which
marked the rebirth of the U.S. Navy.)

With the battle cry of “free trade and
sailors rights’ inthe War of 1812, the privateers
had 517 ships, atotal of 2,893 guns, and they cap-
tured 1,300 enemy ships. In contrast, the 23 ships
in the U.S. Navy had atotd of 556 guns and they
captured 254 enemy ships.

During the Revolutionary War and War of
1812, the privateer had to be bold and daring in
order to survive and to redize financid rewards.
For example, the Paul Jones left New York in
1812 with 120 men but only three guns, dthough
she was pierced for 17. Before she met the British
merchant ship Hassan, which carried 14 guns and
a crew of 20, her master had short lengths of
timber painted black, mounted them on buckets,
and filled her rigging with his men. Intimidated, the
Hassan immediatdy surrendered and the Paul
Jones was adle to fill her gun mounts with red
guns.

THE WORLD WARS

Prior to America s entry into World War |,
Congress created the United States Shipping
Board in 1916. In support of the war effort, the
United States took steps to build a “bridge of
ships’ across the Atlantic. In so doing, the United
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States dlowed American ships flying under foreign
flags to reregisger under the American flag. By
1917, the U.S. Shipping Board had 162 shipyards,
most of them new, building 3,370 ships a a
contract price of $3 hillion.

In 1938, when a second World War was
imminent, President Roosevdt redlized thet winning
the war would require many ships to carry war
supplies to the fronts. He ordered mass- production
of Liberty Ships and established the U.S. Mari-
time Service to train the men needed to operate
these ships.

According to the Merchant Marine Act of
1936, “The Secretary may establish and maintain a
voluntary organizetion for the traning of U.S
citizens to serve on Merchant Marine vessds of the
U.S. and to be known asthe U.S. Maitime
Service...and to prescribe the uniform of such
sarvice and the rules governing the wearing and
furnishing of such uniform...The ranks, grades,
and ratings for personnd of the U.S. Maritime
Service shdl be the same as...for the personnd of
the U.S. Coast Guard.”

DID YOU KNOW?

Joseph P. Kennedy (father of President John
F. Kennedy) was appointed as the first chair-
man of the Federd Maritime Commissonin
1937 during which he laid the groundwork for
the U.S. Merchant Marine.

During World War 11, the government re-
tionalized the Merchant Marine fledt, that is, the
government controlled the cargo and the destina-
tions, contracted with private companies to oper-
ate the ships, and put guns and Navy personnd
(Armed Guards) on board. The government
trained the men to operate these ships through the
U.S. Maritime Service.
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To prevent low-level atacks by enemy
arcreft, the vessdls under the Maritime Service
used barrage balloons (or “Bulging Berthas’) that
were attached on deck and floated above the
ships. These inflatable shiny Slver-painted bal-
loons, which were made of rubber-coated fabric,
were filled with hydrogen gas and flown at 500 feet
when the ship traveled in dangerous waters, but
were raised to 2000 feet when under attack. At
that height, the 15 gauge flying wire could clip the
wings off a plane. However, in winds greeter than
25 miles per hour, the ship used kites.

Unfortunately, the Merchant Marine suf-
fered more casudlties (as a percent or ratio of the
number killed to the number who served) than any
other branch of Service. With 215,000 officidly
serving and 6,795 killed in action, the result is a
ratio of one Merchant Marine killed to every 32
who served (or 1 in 32). In contrast, the Marine
Corps had aratio of 1 in 34, the Army had 1 in
48, the Navy had 1 in 114, and the Coast Guard
had aratio of 1in421.

DID YOU KNOW?

The sze of a nation's merchant na-
rine is measured by its gr oss tonnage, rather
than by the number of ships. Grosstonnage is
the totd space within the hull and enclosed
deck space on a ship. Each 100 cubic feet of
ship gpace equas one gross ton.

On the other hand, the enemy never cap-
tured any U.S. merchant ships as a prize during
World War 1. Navy indructions to American
shipmasters were: “It isthe policy of the U.S. gov-
ernment that o U.S. flag merchant ship be permit-
ted to fdl into enemy hands. The ship shdl be de-
fended by her armament, by manewver, and by
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every available means aslong as possble. When in
the judgment of the Master that capture is inevita
ble, provison should be nede to open sea vaves
and to flood holds and compartments adjacent to
machinery spaces, start numerous fires, and en
ploy any additiond measures available to insure
certain scuttling of the vessd.”

WORLD WAR Il TO PRESENT

Since 1950, the Maritime Adminidration
(an agency of the Department of Commerce) has
promoted a strong and efficient U.S. Merchant
Marine. This agency administers programs to
assure that the Merchant Marine is capable of
meeting the nation’s shipping demands in times of
peace and of providing support to the armed
forcesin times of nationd emergencies.

For example, it awards subsidiesto U.S.
firms to hdp build and operate merchant ships
used in foreign trade. These payments help com-
panies to compete with foreign firms that have
lower cods. The agency aso insures mortgages
and loans made by private lending ingtitutions for
the building or recondructing of ships. However,
increased foreign competition in this indusiry has
hurt our merchant narine. Because of corporate
income taxes, insurance rates, shipbuilding codts,
and labor costs, U.S. flagships move only about
seven percent of our tota ocean commerce, we
use foreign-flag vessals to handle the remainder.

The Department of Defense actively sup-
ports programs to update the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine. The Navy and the Department of Commerce
have cooperated in the development of the world's
fastest cargo firefighters. They are conducting re-
search on a cargo-carying suface-effect vessd
and a cargo submarine. The Military Sedift Com:
mand and the maritime industry work together to
ensure that U.S. merchant ships are available to the
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Department of Defense when needed. Such ships
carried 97 percent of the logistic support required
by our military forcesin Vietnam.

DID YOU KNOW?

“Since | became Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, | have come to appreciate firg-
hand why our Merchant Marine has long been
cdled our nation's ‘fourth arm of defense” The
American seefarer provides an essentid service
to the wdl-being of the nation as was demont-
srated so clearly during Operation Desert
Shield and Desert Storm .... We are a mari-
time nation. We must be able to project power
across the seas. This means that not only do
we need a srong Navy, but a strong maritime
industry as well.” General Colin Pow-
el

U.S. MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY

The U.S. Merchant Marine Academy was
edtablished in 1938 as a result of the Merchant
Marine Act of 1936. It operates under the U.S.
Maritime Adminigration, an agency that snce
1967 has been under the Department of Transpor-
tation.

In 1949, the academy became fully
accredited. The academy occupies 65 acres
on the north shore of Long Idand at Kings Point,
NY. It became a permanent, government-
sponsored school in 1956 and received equal
gatus with the other Service academies of the U.S.
Armed Forces.

RESERVES
The U.S. Merchant Marine Resarve is a

component of the U.S. Naval Research community
and is made up of licensed deck and enginesring

Lesson 7: The U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Merchant Marine

officers. Congress created this Reserve to ensure
that the Merchant Marine can operate efficiently
with the U.S. Navy in times of national emergency.

The Department of Naval Science at the
Cdifornia Maritime Academy is responsble for
providing students the training to become officers
in the Reserve. The Department of Nava Science
can provide partid tuition assstance each year and
a commission as an officer in the active or inactive
U.S. Nava Reserve.

DID YOU KNOW?

“[The Merchant Marine] has written one of its
most brilliant chapters. It has delivered goods
when and where needed in every thesater of
operations and across every ocean in the big-
gest, mogt difficult and dangerous job ever un
dertaken. As time goes on, there will be
greater public understanding of our merchant’'s
fleet record during this war [WWII].” Pres-
dent Roosevelt

There are specific digibility requirements
that students must meet before the Cdifornia
Maritime Academy can accept their enrollment into
this program (such as U.S. citizenship, age,
physcd ability, gptitude for Navd service, and
concurrent acceptance in the Naval Reserve). In
addition, the student incurs severad post graduate
obligations depending on the student’s receipt of
an inactive duty commisson as an ensgn in the
Merchant Marine Reserve or an active duty
commisson in one of three U.S. Navy Warfare
aess (surface wafare, aviation, or nuclear
powe).

TRADITION
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In 1943, a Maritime Hymn was composed
by Buddy Clarke and Rudy Menik, but the officia
song of the U.S. Merchant Marine is “ Heave Ho,
My Lad!”

Although a part of their name, people serv-
ing in the Merchant Marine are never cdled na-
rines, they are cadled mariners, seaman, seefarers,
or sallors.

When a mariner dies, he or sheis sad to
have “ crossed the bar.” This phrase hasits origin
in the fact that most rivers and bays develop a
sandbar across their entrances, and “crossing the
bar” meant leaving the safety of the harbor for the
unknown. “Crossing The Bar” is a'so a poem writ-
ten by Alfred Lord Tennyson. Upon request, and
the availability of a Coast Guard unit, the ashes of
amariner veteran may be spread at sea.

CONCLUSION

This chapter introduced you to the history, mis-
sons, and organization — including the reserve
forces or components — of the Department of
Defense, Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force,
Coast Guard, and Merchant Marine. Each of these
play an important yet distinct role in our nation's
defense capabilities. The U.S. Armed Forces as a
combined arms force must be trained and main-
tained at high standards to ensure they are capable
— individualy and collectivdly — of preserving the
peace and the security of the United States.
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